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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailinq date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). ' 
Status 

1 ) B9 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Sep 14. 1999 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte QuaflQ35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 1-45 is/are pen ding in the applies 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) js/are withdrawn from consider; 

5) □ Claim(s) _ is/are a||owed 

6 > » Claim(s) ±45 , is/are rejected 

7) □ C!aim(s) _ js/are objected to 

8) □ Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) □ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 ) □ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aP approved bjddisapproved. 

12) □ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) Oslone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. U Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
Attachment(s) 

15) B3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18 ) □ interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

16) |Xj Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 19) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
17} jX] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 7,10,11 2 0) [j Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326(Rev. 9-00) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on February 1 , 1 999 , which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-45 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because of the Draftsperson's notice, see form PTO-948 for 
detail. Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office 
action. However, formal correction of the noted defect can be deferred until the application is 
allowed by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs ( 1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schutzer, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,292,789. 
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Claims 1-21 are system claims that parallel limitation as found in claims 28-45 as 
discussed below, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 22, Schutzer discloses a system for routing electronic account data, 
comprising: 

a first provider of account services having a first user service provider for communicating 
account data initiated from a first ser of users, and a first customer service provider for 
communicating the account data with a first set of customers (figure 5); 

a second provider of account services having a second user service provider for 
communicating account data initiated from a second set of users, and a second customer service 
provider for communicating the account data with a second set of customers (figure 5); and 

an electronic account exchange system communicating with the first and second user 
service providers and the first and second customer service providers, the electronic account 
exchange system being operable to permit one of more of the first set of users to communicate its 
account data wit hone or more of the second set of customers (figure 5 and column 12, lines 60- 
65). 

Regarding claim 23, Schutzer further discloses the settlement information is 
communicated over the electronic bill exchange system periodically (column 12, line 60-column 
13, line 10). 

Regarding claim 24, Schutzer further discloses the settlement information is 
communicated over the electronic bill exchange system on a daily basis (column 14, line 27-30). 
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Regarding claim 25 , Schutzer further discloses the settlement information includes 
amounts of funds released, identities of the customers for whom bills have been paid, identities of 
the customers service providers holding the respective financial accounts for the customers for 
whom bills have been paid (column 12, line 60-65). 

Regarding claim 26, Schutzer further discloses at least of the customers service providers 
who released funds to pays bill on behalf of respective customers may communicate settlement 
information over the electronic bill exchange system during a single transmission concerning at 
least one of more than one amount of funds released, more than customer, and more than one 
identity of customer service provider holding a financial account for a customer for whom bill has 
been paid (column 14, line 4-25). 

Regarding claim 27, Schutzer further discloses the electronic bill exchange system is 
operable to route subsets of the settlement information to respective service providers holding 
financial accounts for the customers for whom bills have been paid (column 12, line 60-column 
13, line 10). 

Regarding claim 28, Schutzer discloses a method of routing electronic account data, 
comprising the steps of: 

initiating account data from a user among a plurality of sets of users and communicating 
the account data to a respective user service provider among a plurality of user service providers, 
each associated with a set of users (figure 8, column 15, line 37-column 16, line 7); 
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communicating the account data to an electronic account exchange system for linking the 
user service providers with a plurality of customer service providers, each customer service 
provider being associated with a respective set of customers (column 9, line 25-35); 

routing the account data to any one of the customer service provider based on routing 
criteria (column 11, line 50-column 12, line 12); and 

communicating the account data from the customer service provider to a customer from 
among the plurality of sets of customers, such that any of the users I capable of communicating 
account data to any of the customers (figure 9, column 16, line 8-column 17, line 35). 

Regarding claim 29, Schutzer further discloses obtaining the routing criteria by searching 
an electronically searchable user directory associated with the electronic account exchange 
system, the directory for providing an index for linking the user service providers with customer 
service providers (column 11, line 50-column 12, line 12). 

Regarding claim 30, Schutzer further discloses the user directory includes, for each user, 
at least one of a user identifier, a user name, user customer service contact information, account 
payment information, account presentment information, user routing information, and remittance 
information (column 11, line 50-column 12, line 12). 

Regarding claim 31, Schutzer further discloses the user identifier includes an alpha- 
numeric code (column 11, line 50-column 12, line 12). 
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Regarding claim 32, Schutzer further discloses the user customer service contact 
information includes at least one of a name, an address, a phone number a facsimile number, an 
URL address, and an electronic mail address (column 11, line 50-column 12, line 12). 

Regarding claim 33, Schutzer further discloses the account payment information includes 
at least one of a mechanism for account payment, payment instruments accepted, and remittance 
details (column 12, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 34, Schutzer further discloses the account presentment information 
includes at least one of an electronic address at which detailed account information may be found, 
a user business identifier, and enrollment requirements (column 12, lines 42-54). 

Regarding claim 35, Schutzer further discloses the electronic account exchange system 
includes an electronic account routing system operable to direct the account data between one or 
more of the user service providers and one or more of the customer service providers based on 
the information contained in the user directory (figure 5, column 13, lines 57-60). 

Regarding claim 36, Schutzer further discloses the account data represent bills imitated by 
billing parties who provide goods or service to the customers, the user service providers are 
billing service providers; and the providers of account services are banks which include respective 
billing service providers and customer service providers (column 8, lines 39-58). 

Regarding claim 37, Schutzer further discloses any of the customer service providers is 
operable to execute the step of requesting billing information for presentment to one or more of 



Application/Control Number: 09/241,043 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 7 



its customers as a function of at least one of a specified time period and a specified customer 
(column 15, lines 25-35). 

Regarding claim 38, Schutzer further discloses routing the request to respective billing 
service providers using the electronic account exchange system as a function of at lest one of the 
specified time period and the specified customer (column 13, lines 1-11). 

Regarding claim 39, Schutzer further discloses providing at least a subset of the billing 
information initiated from respective billing parties to the one or more customer service providers 
requesting the billing information via the respective billing service providers and the electronic 
account exchange system (column 14, lines 35-50). 

Regarding claim 40, Schutzer further discloses the subset of the billing information 
includes an electronic address at which the billing information may be viewed by the respective 
customer (column 14, lines 47-50). 

Regarding claim 41, Schutzer further discloses the electronic address is an Internet URL 
address (column 14, lines 47-50). 

Regarding claim 42, Schutzer further discloses presenting the subset of billing information 
to the respective customers to which the billing information is directed via the customer service 
providers (column 14, lines 47-67). 

Regarding claim 43, Schutzer further discloses an activator is provided at the electronic 
address at which the customer may view the billing information, which activator is capable of 
indicating that the customer desires to electronically pay the bill (column 14, lines 25-67) . 



• 
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Regarding claim 44, Schutzer further discloses executing payment of the bill when the 
customer executes the activator via the customer service provider (column 15, lines 3-35). 

Regarding claim 45, Schutzer further discloses customer service provider need not be a 
holder of financial account of the customer to execute payment of the bill (column 7, lines 49-50). 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 1-45 are rejected. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen, whose telephone number is (703)306-2901. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vincent A. Millin, can be reached on (703)308-1065. 

8. Any response to this action should be mail to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



c/o Technology Center 2700 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 



or: 



(703) 308-5397 (for informal or draft communications, please label 



it 



PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 
2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. 
VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 



Nga B. Nguyen 
September 26, 2001 




VINCENT MILLIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



